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an instrument of the Crown; the Religious Houses were being
swept away; and Thomas Cromwell, with a ruthless but steady
hand, was effectually crushing resistance down.   That a cor-
responding revolution should take place in Ireland was ac-
cepted as a matter of course; the example of the greater
country should be followed by the less;  Henry turned his
attention to the twofold Irish Church.    This institution had
been, in some respects, modified during the course of the
preceding century and a half.    The Church of the Pale hac
extended its bounds so far as regards the heads of the clergy
more sees than of old were filled by Englishmen, for the Lan
castrian kings and Henry VII hadL courted the Popes; anc
this was the case, too, with the best benefices.    On the othei
(Jtepd, the Irish chiefs seem to have altogether lost their au-
thority over the ancient Celtic Church; the Popes nominated
some of the Bishops; it was crowded by a priesthood de-
pendent on Rome, in defiance of celebrated English statutes;
it was putting off its native complexion, and gradually be-
coming more and more Papal. The long standing feud between
the two Churches remained, however, as bitter as before; the
Church of the Englishry was to the Church of the Irishry, what
the Jew was to the despised Samaritan; each embodied the
discord of separate races.
Meanwhile the corruption of the fifteenth century had
deeply affected both Churches; low as had been the state
of their spiritual life, this seems to have become even lower
than before. Religious houses and buildings, indeed, multi-
plied ; the land was strown with edifices, in too many instances
emblems of superstition subdued by priestcraft. But if' con-
temporaneous evidence speaks truth, crime, profligacy, in-
dolence, neglect of duty prevailed, far and near, in the two
communions; the light within them had become darkness.
Several dignitaries of the Church of the Pale were at least
charged with atrocious deeds; an archdeacon was hanged for